attention. Even though there arc darker spots where the migrations have
created difficult problems, these positive facts remain and nothing can disprove
the new bloom on the children's faces and the awakened curiositv of their
minds. It; would seem sometimes as if they had just come into their inheritance.
The social scientist never had such a living laboratory before his eyes. The
best must be sorted from all this dislocation and made part of the new fabric.
Everyone can read and write, but never before have we been compelled
to envisage the problem of educating a whole society and yet a social democracy
can mean nothing less* Even with the lengthening of school life, new buildings,
care-committees and play-centres, the rise of school-broadcasting, (a potent
educative agency) the use of visual aids, particularly the educational iilm,
even with the growth of youth and adult education, thoughtful people are
anxious. For this very reason the modern task of attempting to educate a
whole society is assisted by reference to the past. Periods of educational
advance have always been characterised by ferment of thought and, evangelical
fervour ; this applies as much to Joseph Priestley and T.1L Huxley, as to Arnold
and Mansbridge. Pursuit of knowledge has gone hand in hand with the desire
to share it. The lean and shallow years occurred when the springs of knowledge
tended to dry up and the divorce widened between cultural and vocational
education. The security associated with an unchallenged British Navy is
now threatened, rights and duties will need a fresh interpretation and this in
turn will mean a revaluing of the purpose and philosophy of' education and
consequent changes in the whole administrative machine. In adult years it
may imply a, closer correspondence between education and citizenship, Again
it seems to many people anomalous to speak of a fight for Christian civilization,
unless this is interpreted in educational policy* There is evidence that Chris-
tianity according to an agreed syllabus could be taught as an integral part of
the curriculum of every school receiving State assistance, provided that the
case for it can be made free of social suspicion.
But leadership in a democracy must come from Universities, schools and
the people themselves : students are now demanding a new synthesis of cult tire
in the Universities, teachers are asking for less reliance on examinations and
more on practical and creative studies, the people themselves in the fires of
war are re-discovering the parish and the community as places where living
people serve each other. Each in his own way is groping towards an ancient
ideal where schools and system alike are dedicated to the glory of God and the
relief of man's estate.

